THE    DUKEOF     WINDSOR
but only when mellowness came to them both; when their
own private hearts became stronger than the horrible ancestral
voice that had menaced their relationship when the Prince
was young.
King George V, for all his deep religious sense, and his
warm humanity, was unable to conquer this ancestral voice,
in his relationship with his sons. In his book, King George V,
His Life and Reign, Sir Harold Nicolson remarks on this
"unwillingness or inability" in the King to "appreciate the
changing habits of the younger generation/1 He asks the
question, "How came it that a man, who was by temperament
so intensely domestic, who was so considerate to his depend-
ents and the members of his household, who was so unalarm-
ing to small children and humble people, should have in-
spired his sons with feelings of awe, amounting at times to
nervous trepidation?'* Sir Harold Nicolson adds, "He may even
have regarded his immediate family as a ship's company of
whom he was the master and the martinet, and have adopted
towards them a boisterous manner which, however suited to
the quarter-deck, appeared intimidating when resounding
amid the chandeliers and tapestries of palatial saloons. Al-
though sensitive, he did not always exercise imaginative in-
sight into the sensibility of others. In seeking to instil into
his children his own ideals of duty and obedience, he was
frequently pragmatic and sometimes harsh."
In his own reminiscences, the Duke of Windsor has recalled,
"In my father's rigorous schedule we children occupied small,
fixed niches... he and my mother always popped into the
nursery to say good-night while on their way to dinner. My
father, never demonstrative, would peer down at us gravely,
in the dim light, perhaps touch the covers gently, and then
slip quietly out of the room. I have often thought that my
father liked children only in the abstract."
King George V even made the error of criticising one son
to the other. Sir Harold Nicolson quotes a letter, dated
April 26, 19*3, to the Duke of York. The King wrote, "You
have always been so sensible & easy to work with, & you have
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